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In a restriction requirement dated August 28, 1998, the Examiner has restricted g 


the claims of the invention into the following groups: 


I. Claims 1 and 3, drawn to DNA; 


II. Claims 2 and 4-5, drawn to protein and claims 32 and 38, drawn to HCV 
genotype-specific peptides; claims 6-8, drawn to a recombinant method of 
synthesizing said proteins and recombinant method of making same; claims 
9, 17, 47, and 48, drawn to expression vector; and claim 10, drawn to host 
cell; 

III. Claims 1 1-14, 33-36, 39-42, and 59, drawn to a method of detecting anti- 
HCV antibodies, and claims 15 and 37, drawn to a related kit; 

IV. Claims 1 8, 45, and 49, drawn to method of preventing hepatitis C 
infection, and claims 16, 19, 20, 43, 44, 46, 50, 51, drawn to a vaccine; 
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V. Claims 52-54, drawn to antibodies; and 

VI. Claims 55-58, drawn to an immuno-based method of detecting core 
proteins specific for a single genotype of HCV. 


In reply, Applicants respectfully elect, with traverse, the claims of group II, claims 
2, 4-10, 17, 32, 38, 47 and 48. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 


Dated: September 28. 1998 By: f^C^rJ <c Zf - 

Richard W. Bork 
Reg. No. 36,459 

MAILING ADDRESS : 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 

345 Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10154 

(212) 758-4800 

(212) 751-6849 (FAX) 


422467 1 


-2- 


